
LIBRARIES 
AND E-RATE

Leveraging Broadband to Provide 
Opportunity Across the Nation  

Broadband is essential infrastructure 
for libraries. Whether advancing 
education, employment, 
entrepreneurship, empowerment, 

or engagement (The E’s of Libraries®), 
the work of libraries demands robust and 
reasonably-priced internet connectivity.



DeKalb County Central United School District initiated 
one-to-one programming for older students and has 
implemented eLearning for all ages to make up for weather 
cancellations. However, without the internet access and 
other resources at the Eckhart Public Library, many students 
could not complete their online assignments.

Libraries assist post-secondary and continuing 
education students as well. In Hodgenville (Ky.) Ethan 
Napier, a student at Elizabethtown Community and 
Technical College and a U.S. Army Reserves member, 
uses the LaRue County Public Library for internet access. 
He has internet access at home, but in this rural part of 
Kentucky he doesn’t have any choice of provider and his 
slow 700 Kbps connection at home is weak and unreliable. 
The faster, more reliable library internet connection 
allows Ethan to take online self-development classes for 
the Reserves, submit college coursework, and take tests 
without fear that his connection will be slow or time out.





The 120,000 libraries across the United States are a powerful 
force in addressing public policy priorities. Libraries advance 
Education, Employment, Entrepreneurship, Empowerment, 
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