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March 28, 2019

Chairwoman Rosa DeLauro Ranking Member Tom Cole
House Appropriations Subcommittee on House Appropriation Subcommittee on
Labor, HHS, Education Labor, HHS, Education
2358-B Rayburn House Office Building 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman DeLauro and Ranking Member Cole:

As your Subcommittee considers Fiscal Year 2020 appropriations, we urge you to maintain at
least level funding for the Innovative Approaches to Literacy (IAL) grant program
administered by the Department of Education, authorized in the Every Students Succeeds Act
(ESSA). IAL provides competitive awards to school libraries as well as national to

outside

of local education agencies
(LEAs), to support children and families in high-need, underserved communities. By providing
age-appropriate books, supporting parental engagement programs, and reinforcing professional
development, the IAL program helps to support literacy skills to ensure that children enter school
ready to learn and best positioned for success.

Since its inception in Fiscal Year 2012, 166 IAL grants have been awarded to national non-profit
organizations and school districts across every region of the US. Some examples of TAL grant
activities include:

Local Education Agencies-

• A recent award for the book distribution and literacy support program through the Texas
Education Service Center, Region 20, will build student literacy skills for children birth
through fifth grade. Region 20 received a 2018 IAL grant which will support teacher
professional development, in-school library materials, and book distribution focusing on
family engagement activities. Texas has a high percentage of its



the students involved in the study showed gains in reading proficiency over the summer.
RIF was also part of an IAL. project with the Kentucky Education Development
Corporation to support participating schools through access to books, resources and
training resulting in improved student performance in literacy

Reach Out and Read (ROR) and Save the Children partnered to engage schools, families
and the pediatric primary care providers
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