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At the 2008 ALA Annual Conference, Council voted to adopt the Definitions of 
Digital Preservation and the Revised Preservation Policy for the American 
Library Association, 2007-2008 ALA CD#55. 

At the 2009 ALA Midwinter 
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Definitions of Digital Preservation 
Prepared by the Preservation and Reformatting Section, Working Group on Defining Digital Preservation 
ALA Annual Conference, Washington, D.C., June 24, 2007 

Preamble: 

These definitions have been developed to promote an understanding of digital preservation within the library 
community, as well as our allied professions and the user communities we exist to serve. This draft is presented 
to mark our current understanding of digital preservation and encourage further development of these ideas. 

During the American Library Association's (ALA) 2007 Midwinter Meeting, a working group within the 
Preservation and Reformatting Section (PARS) was charged to draft a definition for digital preservation to 
support the work ofPARS, the Association for Library Collections and Technical Services (ALCTS) and the 
ALA, for use on the web, verbally, in written policy statements, and other documents. Our work was reviewed at 
the 2007 Annual Meeting and approved for further distribution by the PARS and ALCTS Executive Committees. 

The working group studied a number of resources to familiarize itself with the critical elements of digital 
preservation identified by a broad selection of individuals and agencies. We endeavored to cast these ideas into 
language that would speak to a wide variety of stakeholders while also being consistent with the core 
preservation concepts that have developed in the library and archival communities. 

We decided to package a set of core concepts into a short, medium, and long version to accommodate a variety 
of needs. The long version includes a number of currently accepted best practices but is not intended to be an 
exhaustive list. As more is learned about implementing digital preservation programs, the definitions should be 



Short definition: 

Di gital preservation combines pol icies, strategies and actions that ensure accesS to digital content over 
time. 

Medium definition: 

Di gital preservation combines poli cies, strategies and actions to ensure access to reformatted and born 
digital content regardless of the challenges of media failure and technological change. The goa
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Policy Revised 2008 

Preamble: 

The American Library Association's policy on preservation is based on the Association's 
mission to enhance learning and ensure access to information for all. The Preservation 
policy has as its goal promoting the preservation of our cultural heritage and ensuring 
access to information in a useable and trustworthy form. ALA affirms that the 
preservation of library resources protects the public's right to the free flow of information 
as embodied in the First Amendment to the Constitution and the Library Bill of Rights. 
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Media manufacturers, information creators and disseminators, publishers, distributors and 
libraries must work together to improve the usability, durability, and longevity of their 
products (e.g., paper, film , magnetic tape, optical disk) that ensure the persistence of 
these products. 

It is the Association's official position that publishers, information distributors and 
manufacturers have an obligation and responsibility to libraries and to the public to report 
appropriate information about the usability, durahility and longevity of media. The 
Association strongly urges publishers to use paper and other media that meet standards 
promulgated hy the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and the International 
Standards Organization (ISO) for all publications of enduring value. Publishers should 
include a statement of compliance on the verso of the title page of a book or the masthead 
or copyright area of a periodical, and in catalogs, advertising, and hibliographic 
references. 

The Association will engage in active education and public relations efforts to develop, 
promote, and publicize standards for the usability, durability, and longevity of 
information media; to engage both libre4<1iuusTj -0.0197 Tc 4.342 0 Td (stTj -0.0028 26 94.6.65 510 )Tj 0.05 Tc I0



storage of these materials, and (cl to recommend the use of durable media and methods of 
documentation. 

The Association will help libraries cultivate public interest in this issue and will make 
information available regarding how concerned individuals, organizations, and 
governments may act on behalf of preservation. 

Legislative Policy 

The federal government must provide leadership in developing an expansive 
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