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planning discussions for the coming year’s work. COL would like to thank ALA for its generous 

support for the retreat.  

 

COL brings this action item to Council jointly with IFC:  

 

The resolution is CD#20.1 (19.1):  

 

Resolution for Restoring Civil Liberties and Opposing Mass Surveillance  

 

RESOLVED, that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members and the public interest:  

 

1. urges the President and Congress to amend all germane surveillance-enabling authorities, such as 

Executive Order 12333, the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) as amended, and the 

USA PATRIOT Act, to:  

 

a. Require government agencies to obtain judicial warrants before collecting any 

individual’s personal information from third parties and require court approval for 

National Security Letters;  

b. Raise the standard for government collection of all records under FISA from “reasonable 

grounds” to “probable cause” and sunset Section 215 of the USA PATRIOT ACT 

(commonly known as the "library records" section);  

c. Limit the government’s ability to use information gathered under intelligence authorities 

in unrelated criminal cases, thereby making it easier to challenge the use of illegally 
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Additional Information Items: 
 

Government Information Subcommittee Educational Document: 

During this conference the Government Information Subcommittee (GIS) sent forward to COL a revised 

educational document pertaining to the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP). A document that 

originated from the Government Documents Round Table (GODORT) Legislation Committee was 

referred to GIS for further review and was discussed prior to and during this conference.

 

https://mail.alawash.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=tJKwrI6PuEyFyNCPYuyRDQ4H6tgaINMIGNcww-T3sMPRiPUhkjWuey-p8dyhH7sh4warZTWCbg8.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fcongress.gov


4 
 

Government Information  
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LSTA 

 

The LSTA subcommittee met and discussed all the suggestions for changes to the Reauthorization of the 

Museum and Library Services Act.  The subcommittee agreed to suggest that a change be made in the 

description of the Director's term which would remain 4 years, but say that the incumbent can remain in 

position until a new Director has been confirmed. 

 

They are also looking to rewrite the terms for the Maintenance of Effort and research data collection and 

possibly removing the Special Rule section for the three Freely Associated States (the Marshall Islands, 

Micronesia and Palau) to have them receive an allotment similar to the Pacific Territories and US Virgin 

Islands. 

 

When work has been completed, the Office of Government Relations will begin working with our 

Congressional allies to write and pass the reauthorization bill after October 2016. 

 

Final Notes: 
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a. require government agencies to obtain judicial warrants before collecting any 

individual’s personal information from third parties and require court approval for 

National Security Letters;  

 

b. raise the standard for government collection of all records under FISA from 

“reasonable grounds” to “probable cause” and sunset Section 215 of the USA 

PATRIOT ACT (commonly known as the "library records" section);  

 

c. limit the government’s ability to use information gathered under intelligence 

authorities in unrelated criminal cases, thereby making it easier to challenge the use 

of illegally obtained surveillance information in criminal proceedings; and  

 

d. prohibit the government from requiring hardware and software companies to 

deliberately design encryption and other security features to facilitate government 

access to information otherwise protected by such features;  

 

2. recommits itself to leadership in the fight for restoration of the public’s privacy and civil 

liberties through statutory and other legal reforms; and  

 

3. commends and thanks all parties, both inside and outside of government, involved in 

developing and securing passage of the USA FREEDOM Act, resulting in movement away 

from overbroad surveillance laws and practices for the first time in more than a decade. 
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2015-2016 ALA CD#20.2 

2016 ALA Midwinter Meeting 

 

RESOLUTION HONORING JAMES H. BILLINGTON, 

LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS EMERITUS, JANUARY 2016 

  

Whereas the 13
th
 Librarian of Congress, James H. Billington, served the Congress and the Nation for 

nearly three decades and leaves an extensive legacy for the Library of Congress, America’s first 

established cultural institution and largest library in the world; and 

 

Whereas James H. Billington oversaw the creation of no-fee, high-quality electronic services, thereby 

increasing the Library’s outreach to patrons onsite and online, which provided access to the Library’s 

many unique and varied resources  - "to get the champagne out of the bottle;” and 

 

Whereas James H. Billington doubled the size of the Library’s collections and strengthened the Library’s 
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http://loc.gov/
http://www.wthr.com/story/30622662/digital-divide-libraries-bridging-the-gap
http://chronicle.com/article/Video-Campus-Libraries/234341
https://www.ntia.doc.gov/
https://www.ntia.doc.gov/


http://cha.house.gov/hearing/hearing-improving-customer-service-copyright-community
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4241?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22hr4241/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
http://www.librarycopyrightalliance.org/storage/documents/LCA-pleased-Librarian-of-Congress-expands-film-clip_exemption.pdf
http://www.recreatecoalition.org/
http://ow.ly/Sx9Eq
http://ow.ly/Sx9Eq
http://www.ala.org/offices/sites/ala.org.offices/files/content/FCC_libraryamicus_finalfile_21SEPT2015_1.pdf
http://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/business-a-lobbying/263354-lobbying-victories-of-2015
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The last few months have been full of webinars! In October, more than one thousand people participated 



http://www.districtdispatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/advocake.docx
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OGR’s new Grassroots Communications Specialist, Lisa Lindle, who designed and produced the 

“Advocake” recipe cards. 

 

Improved access to government information 
 

H.R.1233, the Presidential and Federal Records Act Amendments of 2013 was signed by the President 

and became Public Law No: 113-187. ALA supported this bill from its inception, including signing on to 

a letter that expounded on its importance. “H.R. 1233 imposes a time limit in which a former president 

must assert any claim of privilege upon a determination of the Archivist to make available to the public a 

record of that former president. The bill also establishes processes for managing the disclosure of records 

upon the assertion of privilege by a former president, and grants to the incumbent president the power to 

decide whether or not to uphold any privilege claim of a former president, absent a court order to the 

contrary.” 

 

Congress wraps 
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legislative alert emails. In November, our first alert regarding the USA Freedom Act, had an 18% click-

through rate. Another legislative alert, which asked advocates to reach out to the new Members of 

Congress, was sent out in early December and had a 27% click through rate. 

 


