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Fellowships and IMLS Grant

In September, the International Relations Office successfully obtained a 2015 Laura
Bush 21st Century Library Program grant from the Institute of Museum and Library
Services (IMLS). The $50,000 grant (RE-00-15-0108-15) will be used to provide 50,
$1,000 scholarships to help a diverse group of librarians, library staff, and library
students in the United States attend the Congress.

The IMLS grant is part of a bigger effort by the National Committee to provide
fellowships and scholarships to help librarians, library staff, and librarians from around
the world. James Neal, ALA Executive Board member, has led this effort, which to date
has raised $430,000 from 105 library associations, libraries, and library foundations.
The success effort will allow the Nation Committee to provide more than the original
goal of 50 full fellowships to those outside the U.S. and 100 partial scholarships to those
in North America.

SIBF-ALA Library Conference

Three hundred librarians from 19 countries participated in the 2" annual SIBF/ALA
Library Conference on November 10-12
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IRRT

IRRT Chair John Hickok updated the IRC on the activities of the International Relations
Round Table (IRRT). The IRRT has signed up for all their members to be able to
participate in the International Librarians Network (ILN). It is a facilitated peer-
mentoring program designed to help librarians develop international networks. IRRT
continues to support an Emerging Leader each year, and this year five Emerging
Leaders will participate in the IRRT proposed project to create a global disaster
planning resource. IRRT has embarked on new fund-raising efforts to increase its
endowment to $50,000.

ALA Cuba Tour

ALA President Sari Feldman and PLA President Vailey Oehlke will participate in the
ALA Tour to Cuba, February 16—23. The tour is scheduled during the week of the
Havana Book Fair. Interest to participate in the tour was strong, and it sold out. Thirty
others will join Feldman and Oehlke. IRO is coordinating presentation opportunities for
Feldman and Oehlke with the Asociacion Cubana de Bibliotecarios (ASCUBI) and the
Biblioteca Nacional “José Marti.”

ALA participation in the tour was made possible thanks to the offer from the IRC Chair
Leslie Burger to oversee the tour after it was initially organized by the Friends of the
Princeton Public Library.

Visa Resolution Request

The IRC received a request to bring forward to Council a proposal from the Polish
American Librarians Association to affirm and support the rights of Polish librarians and
library workers to travel to the United States without a visa by encouraging Congress to
support the Visa Waiver Program Enhanced Security and Reform Act, which has been
introduced to Congress a number of times by Mike Quigley (D-Ill) and Senator Barbara
Mikulski (D-MD). Poland currently is the only European Union country where their
citizens still need to apply for a visa to visit the United States. After consultation with the
Offigk for Government Relations and the Chair of the Committee on Legislation, the IRC
agreed that the generality of the Act and
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