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New IFLA Secretary Gerald Leitner started on June 1st.  Leitner already is undertaking a review 
of the IFLA Regional Offices system and will be bringing recommendations to strengthen IFLA 
services to regions outside North America and Europe.   

IFLA will be updating its Trends Report, created in 2013. The update takes a broader approach 
and identifies five, high-level trends shaping the information society, spanning access to 
education, privacy, civic engagement, and transformation. 

ALA and IFLA WLIC Columbus, August 13–19 
 
The IFLA World Library and Information Congress in Columbus is almost here.  ALA and its 
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Presidents Feldman and Oehlke presented at the conference organized by ASCUBI and La 
Biblioteca Nacional de Cuba José Martí. The conference theme was “Continuity and the New 
Roles of Libraries in the Information and Knowledge Society.”  IRO is already working on a 
follow-up Library Tour for 2017. 

U.S.
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Resolution on the Restoration of the United Nations Depository Library System 

At the behest of GODORT, the International Relations Committee has been kept abreast over 
the last few years of their strong concern over the developments regarding the United Nations 
Depository Library (UNDL) Program. Currently, the 365 UN depository libraries located in 136 
countries represent a high level of relatively low-cost accessible collections to a large number of 
people, and provides the sole presence and critical knowledge and information produced by the 
United Nations. 

The UN is now proposing that the print program that is now part of the Depository Program be 
eliminated.  The UN also proposes that UNDL’s around the world will need to pay $12,500 a 
year to access the new UN iLibrary online platform, regardless of their locations or situations.  
This fee is much higher than UNDLs currently pay to be part of the program, and five times 
higher than the initial suggested fee of around $2,500 for their access to UN iLibrary. 

Therefore, the United Nations has created a situation that will be cost prohibitive for many 
UNDLs, which results in diminished access and participation by the depository libraries to collect 
and distribute UN information in the future.  This shifting of critical UN information sources to a 
primarily online platform would disadvantage communities around the globe that are without 
reliable access to the Internet, especially in developing countries or those under distress from 
war, disasters, or economic disadvantages.   

Therefore the IRC brings forth this resolution to Council. 

 

[Action Item] 

Resolved , that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members, urges 
the UN to take steps to ensure the long-term equitable access to its information products 
by: 
 
1. reinstating the print depository library program for countries in areas of the world 

where the cost of Internet access is too high and not widely developed, so as to ensure 
transparent and ready access to UN information worldwide, and to continue to operate 
this program parallel to its online platforms, the United Nations iLibrary and the UN 
Digital Repository; 

 
2. providing the United Nations Depository Library Program with free access to the 

iLibrary in order to assure equitable access to all member countries of the United 
Nations, in the spirit other languages of the Principles Governing Depository Libraries; 

 
3.  abiding by the recommendations made by depository libraries concerning the 

Consultation Paper, which were submitted to the UN Department of Public Information 
in June 2014 and published in the Executive Summary on the Analysis of Responses 
to the Consultation Paper on the Re-engineering of the UN Depository Libraries 
�3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V���W�K�D�W���'�H�S�R�V�L�W�R�U�\���/�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V���³�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G��
service from DHL including distribution of relevant paid/unpaid publications and 
�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���'�L�J�L�W�D�O���5�H�S�R�V�L�W�R�U�\���´���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�G�K�H�U�L�Q�J���W�R���D��
digital preservation policy and considering delaying the UN iLibrary in order to consult 
with  corresponding stakeholders (i.e. Dag Hammersköld Library and United Nations 
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4. encouraging full cooperation and communication among the United Nations 
Depository Library Program, UN Publications, and the UN Department of Public 
Information to assure the broadest possible access to UN documents and 
publications; and 

 
�������U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Q�J���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���8�1���S�R�O�L�F�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���V�W�D�W�H�V�����³�7�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���3�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���%�R�D�U�G����

on the advice of the Head Librarian of the Dag Hammarskjöld Library and taking into 
�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���W�K�H���Y�L�H�Z�V���R�I���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G�����G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�V���G�H�S�R�V�L�W�R�U�\���O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V�´�����8�1��
Doc: ST/AI/I89/Add.11/Rev.2), by appointing a working panel to study the issues, 
comprised of representatives from the Dag Hammarskjöld Library, the Publications 
Board, and Depository Libraries. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE RESTORATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS DEPOSITORY LIBRARY 
SYSTEM/2 
 
Whereas the UN Department of Public Information (DPI) needs to more carefully consider the 
recommendations of the UN depository library community, solicited via A New Strategic Direction for UN 
Depository Libraries Consultation Paper, issued by the DHL in April 2014; 


