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PLA Named Partner in Global Libraries Legacy Grant 

In May 2014 the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation announced it would wind-down its Global Libraries 

(GL) initiative. Since then, GL has been working to identify how to achieve the foundation’s goal of 

leaving the library field stronger and more resilient. As part of its wind-down planning, GL revisited 

feedback shared by the field as to what aspects of its work have been most valuable. With this guidance 

in mind, GL considered how its impact could continue through other organizations, particularly those 

best positioned to provide leadership as the library field continues to adjust to the digital age. GL 

identified PLA as one of three lead, legacy partners to receive limited-life, project support grants as part 

of the wind-down. PLA is currently working alongside GL and the other legacy partners to develop a 

framework for the legacy strategy and an operating model which outlines the process for ongoing 

interaction and engagement. 
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