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American Library Association Constitution and Bylaws Committee  

Report to Council 

Annual Conference 2015—San Francisco, California 

1. Follow-up to the Committee’s Work at the 2015 Midwinter Meeting 

In January the Constitution and Bylaws Committee presented a proposal to the ALA Council 
to place on the spring 2015 ballot the following: 

 

Amend Article XII of the ALA Bylaws to state: 

Robert's Rules of Order in the latest edition, shall govern the Association in all cases to 

http://www.ala.org/aboutala/governance/constitution/constitution#affiliated
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awkwardness and ambiguity.  Do these sections of Article X address ALA affiliating άwith any 
national or international organization ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέΚ  hǊ 
ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƴȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέ ŎŀƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΣ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ![!Κ  Or both?  It appears that Section 1 
deals with organizations that want to affiliate with ALA and that Section 2 refers to ALA or some 
part of ALA that wants to affiliate with an external national or international organization. 

Karen Muller and her ALA Library colleague Valerie Hawkins have provided direction to 
documents that provide information about the early history of these sections of the bylaws.  
These shed light on the intent and purpose of at least Article X, Section 1. 

B. The 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/25684712
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25684826
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25685799
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http://www.jstor.org/stable/25685874
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25685960
http://www.ala.org/membership/ala-organizational-membership
http://www.ala.org/membership/ala-organizational-membership
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This confirms and clarifies that affiliates are organization members and that their current annual 
dues are $150. 

D. Procedural Information on Amending the ALA Constitution 

The ALA Constitution and Bylaws Committee has concluded that both Sections 1 and 2 of Article 
X of the ALA Constitution should be rewritten to clarify their meaning. This requires amending 
the ALA Constitution.  

 

Article XII of the ALA Constitution states: 

All proposals for amending the Constitution shall originate in the Council. A proposed 
amendment shall become effective when it shall have been approved by a majority of the 
members of the Council present and voting at two consecutive meetings held not less than two 
months apart, followed by ratification by the members of the Association either by a vote by 
mail of a majority of the members of the Association voting, or by a majority vote of the 
members present and voting at a membership meeting of the Association. The Council, on 
approving a proposed amendment for the second time, shall specify whether a vote on 
ratification shall be taken at a membership meeting of the Association or by mail, and if a mail 
vote is ordered, the Council shall fix the time for the beginning and closing of the balloting. If a 
ǾƻǘŜ ŀǘ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ 
the Association of the text of the proposed amendment. 
  

E. ACTION ITEM—Recommendation that Council approve an amendment to the ALA 
Constitution as a first step towards placing the amendment on the spring 2016 ballot for 
a vote by the ALA membership: 

 

Resolved, that the following amendment to the ALA Constitution be approved so that at the 
2016 Midwinter Meeting Council can consider placing the amendment on the spring 2016 ballot 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǾƻǘŜΥ 

Amend Article X of the ALA Constitution to state: 

Section 1.  National or internationa
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Respectfully submitted to the ALA Council June 27, 2015

Matthew P. Ciszek 

Teresa Carolina Hazen (intern) 
Toni Negro 
James Rettig, chair 
Tezeno Lynette Robertson (intern) 

Annemarie Roscello 
Santi Allen Thompson 
 
 

 

 
Appendix 1:  Roles of the ALA Executive Board and the ALA Constitution and Bylaws 
Committee 

On October 8, 1982 the ALA Executive Board approved criteria and a set of recommended 
procedures for reviewing applications for affiliation with ALA.  This document was amended in 2010. 

Source:  http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/critera 

The ALA Executive Board approves the following criteria and procedures for affiliation: 

1. The organization should be national or international in scope; 
2. The organization should be nonprofit; 
3. The organization should have interests consistent with those of ALA; 
4. The organization can affiliate only at one level, either with the Association or with a subdivision of 

the Association; 
5. It has a sufficiently large membership (usually 100) and has been in existence for a sufficient time 

(usually 4 years) to give the promise of worthwhile activity and continued support; 
6. The organization's constitution and bylaws do not conflict with ALA's; 
7. The organization does not discriminate in its membership on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, 

sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age, disabilities, or national origin. 
Concerning procedures, it is recommended that: 
1. Applications for affiliation should be supported by: 
a) A statement including the year of founding; the total number of members; a list of journals and 

other publications, if any; or other evidence of interest in libraries and librarianship or 
information science 

b) A brief history of the organization, including its aims. c) A copy of its current constitution and 
bylaws. 

d) The names and addresses of current officers. e) A statement of ways in which the applicant 
visualizes cooperation with ALA. 

f) A statement that the organization does not discriminate in its membership on the basis of race, 
creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age, disabilities, or national 
origin. 

2. The ALA Constitution and Bylaws Committee will examine the applicant's constitution and bylaws 
to see that no conflict exists between the ALA constitution and bylaws and the applicant's.  

3. The Executive Direc

http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/critera


http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/aall
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/aila
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/asist
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/atla
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/arlisna
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/apala
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/alise
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/arsl
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/abos
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/ajl
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/arl
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/betaphimu
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/bcala
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/cla
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/cathla
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/cala
http://www.ala.org/groups/library-and-information-association-new-zealand-aotearoa
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/medla
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/musla
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/nsn
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/olac
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/ptdla
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/proliteracy
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/reforma
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/salalm
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/sociedad
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/tla
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/ulc
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/current

