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6. expressed “its thanks and appreciation to the members of Congress who work to 
protect our privacy and civil liberties”(CD#19.2 and CD#20.40);  

 
Whereas Edward Snowden, formerly a computer specialist for a contractor employed by the 
National Security Agency, has admitted to providing to the news media the recently disclosed 
classified documents revealing mass NSA surveillance of the U.S. and global publics; 
 
Whereas Edward Snowden has explained that his “sole motive” in revealing this information 
was “to inform the public as to that which was done in their name and that which is done against 
them”; 
 
Whereas in June 2013 both the ALA membership and ALA Council explicitly recognized 
"Edward Snowden as a whistleblower who, in releasing information that documents government 
attacks on privacy, free speech, and freedom of association, has performed a valuable servicein 
launching a national dialogue about transparency, domestic surveillance, and 
overclassification," (MMD#5, 2013; CD#39, 2013) but this resolution was effectively rescinded 
by the adoption of a substitute resolution (CD#19.2 and CD#20.40); 
 
Whereas as a direct consequence of the Snowden revelations, numerous bills have been 
introduced in Congress limiting the mass collection of data of U.S. citizens; and 
 
Whereas despite his temporary asylum in Russia, Edward Snowden faces the possibility of 
eventual extradition and prosecution for releasing this information; now, therefore be it  
 
Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA) recognizes Edward Snowden, as a 
whistleblower who, in releasing information that documents the mass surveillance programs of 
the National Security Agency, has performed a valuable service in launching a dialogue about 
transparency, government surveillance, and overclassification. 
 
 
Moved by Diedre Conkling 
Seconded by Jane Glasby 
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