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limit or restrict the rights of users or libraries. Librarians should develop a solid understanding 
of the purpose of the law and knowledge of the details of the law relevant to the activities of 
the library, the ability to critically analyze circumstances relying on fair use or other limits to 
the rights of copyright holders, and the confidence to implement the law using good 
judgment.2 Librarians and library staff should be educated to recognize and observe copyright 
and its limits, to understand and act on their rights and those of their users, and to be ready to 
inform or properly refer users with questions pertaining to copyright. 
 
Librarians have a proud history of advocating for the public interest. Copyright law should not 
expand the rights of copyright holders without sufficiently considering or benefitting the 
public interest. When the balance between rights holders and information users needs to be 
restored, librarians should engage with rights holders and legislators and advocate on behalf 
of their users and user rights.  
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