
 
 

Memorial Resolution Honoring Bill Ott 
  
Whereas the American Library Association (ALA) and Booklist lost a valued colleague 
on April 8, 2023, with the death of Bill Ott; 
 
Whereas Ott served as the Editor & Publisher of Booklist, a book-review publication of 
the American Library Association, for at least 39 years as a Booklist staff; Ott held various 
roles and edited the crime fiction section in Booklist; he was especially interested in 
stories set in Europe and Asia; Ott came to Booklist in 1980, and during his time in 
Booklist, he helped increase Booklist’s annual revenue over $5 million for several years in 
a row; Ott helped generate net revenue that supported and funded other ALA 


